About The Redford Center
Co-founded in 2005 by Robert Redford and his son James Redford, The Redford Center uses
impact-driven film and media to accelerate environmental and climate justice solutions and
repair. Drawing on the family’s multi-generational expertise in filmmaking and activism, we
produce, fund and fiscally sponsor impact-driven productions that showcase stories of
individuals taking action to protect and restore the planet.
Redford Center Grants
Redford Center Grants provides early-stage funding for environmental impact stories that drive
awareness, education and action on a variety of engaging topics that are relevant to, or take
place in, the United States. We aim to meet the urgency of the climate crisis with a cultural
response that involves collaboration with artists, activists, issue experts, educators, scientists,
media distributors, policymakers, business leaders and philanthropists. Central to this effort are
stories and storytellers from communities most impacted by inequitable policies, structures and
distribution of resources. The environmental challenges we face today go deep and wide, and
our storytelling arsenal needs to reflect that immense task.
The Redford Center is often asked what we mean by environmental. In the era of the climate
crisis, the answer to that question can be complicated. The term “environmentalist” has a long
partisan history and is not without a fair amount of baggage. For example, one of the earliest
American “environmentalists,” John Muir, was famous for his efforts to protect land. He also
supported a racist anti-Native American agenda to remove America’s indigenous stewards from
the land he was claiming to protect. Over the decades, politicians have built on this history to
twist the term into a slur that pits people against each other, making it appear as though
“environmentalists” care only about protecting land and animals, and not the economic wellbeing of other people. Our co-founder, Robert Redford says it plain: “Anytime anybody voices a
concern about the quality of life that we’re going to be leading, we’re called ‘environmentalist’.
And if that’s so, I am an environmentalist.”
Because we still use the term, an important part of our work is redefining it. Our current crisis is
not only about stopping or mitigating global temperature rise. It’s about finding solutions to
address the myriad of its symptoms. Exponentially more violent storms and rising tides; food
apartheid in urban and rural communities; toxics in our air and water; mass destruction of
natural habitats and livelihoods—it is all of a piece. And millions of people who would never
consider themselves environmentalists are working hard every day to find immediate solutions
to cope with these environmental problems, while also challenging the root causes of the crisis
we find ourselves in now.
Our extractive and inequitable fossil-fuel-based economy has accelerated species loss and
environmental degradation for the benefit of the few, harming millions of communities in the
process. For us, to support stories about environmental solutions means to showcase the many
ways people are working toward a just transition: making changes in their communities to
protect and improve their lived environments right now, and advocating for global change and a
future that prioritizes access to clean air, water, food, and outdoor spaces for everyone.

It is in this spirit that we announce the 2020 Cycle of The Redford Center Grants program,
funded by the New York Community Trust. We invite applications from filmmakers working on
feature-length documentary films with environmental topics focused on issues and solutions in,
and relevant to, the United States and U.S. territories.
Seven feature-length film projects focused on increasing public engagement and action on
environmental issues will be selected. We are looking for impact-driven stories that present
inclusive and equitable perspectives on environmental issues, that leave audiences with a sense
of efficacy and urgency to engage, and that offer examples of individuals taking action in their
own communities.
Each filmmaking team chosen will receive the following support:
• A $20,000 development grant to create a short proof-of-concept film in a six month
timeframe that can be used to support the fundraising, outreach and production of your
feature film
• A GoPro Camera and Tech Kit, along with expert support
• A travel and lodging grant to attend a Story Development Summit at the Sundance
Mountain Resort
• Opportunities to meet issue experts and industry leaders who will help filmmaking teams
refine their project narratives and impact goals.
• All finalists receive fast-track consideration for fiscal sponsorship with The Redford
Center
• Consideration for a production grant in Year Two to support the feature film*
*Proof-of-concept short films must be completed and shared with The Redford Center within six months
of receiving the grant funds in order for your project to be considered for a production grant.

###
International filmmakers are welcome to apply but all films must be focused on environmental
topics relevant to, or happening in, the United States and its territories.
Finalists will be notified in June. Grantees will be announced in September. All grantees are
required to attend the Story Development Summit. Inquiries can be sent to
mfondakowski@redfordcenter.org
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This grant is for feature-length documentary film projects. Feature length is considered
40 minutes or longer.
Projects must be focused on a timely environmental topic. The Redford Center broadly
defines an “environmental topic” as an issue or idea that concerns or seeks to improve
or address the health of humans, animals, communities and/or earth ecosystems.
All members of the applicant team must be 18 years of age or older.
Projects must be feature-length, impact-focused documentary films (animation, VR, and
other emerging techniques are welcome to be included in the work).
In 2020, all topics must be relevant to, or happening in, the United States and its
territories. However, international filmmakers are eligible to apply if their topics are
relevant to, or happening in, the United States and its territories.
All grantees are required to attend the Story Development Summit at the Sundance
Mountain Resort.
All applicants agree to allow The Redford Center to use stills, images, and quotes from
their application in promotional material (as appropriate).
Applicants cannot be staff or board members of The Redford Center.
Applicants cannot be full-time students.
Each project should submit only one application through the website.
If you submitted a film to Redford Center Grants in the past, it is okay to submit the
same film, or a new film. However, if you are submitting for the same film, please only
submit if your project has progressed, shifted, or changed in some way.

Support for The Redford Center Grants program is generously provide by

