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THE DELTA
The Colorado River Delta is a global environmental resource and
internationally recognized river delta and wetland. In addition
to sustaining a rich diversity of wildlife, it has been home to
indigenous peoples whose livelihood and culture depend on a
healthy ecosystem.
Although today the river runs dry before reaching its natural
end in the Gulf of California, there is hope. Raise the River is
partnering with the Mexican and United States governments,
universities, and local communities to protect and restore
habitat and revive this vital resource.
C O LO R A D O R I V E R

P H OTO : Bil l Ha tcher / Sono ra n I nsti tute

C O LO R A D O R I V E R B A S I N

A restored s i te i n the C o l o r a do Ri v er D el t a , 2 0 15.

COLORADO RIVER REGION OF INTEREST
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OUR PARTNERSHIP’S VISION
RAISE THE RIVER sees a day when the Colorado River Delta is brought
back to life, together with the renewal of community relationships and
engagement that promote long-term stewardship of the river.

Sonoran Institute | The Nature Conservancy | Pronatura Noroeste, A.C. |
National Audubon Society | Restauremos el Colorado, A.C. | The Redford Center
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The Colorado River Delta is making a comeback.

A M E M B E R O F O U R R E STO R AT I O N T E A M P L A N TS W I LLOW T R E E
S E E D LI N G S I N T H E C O LO R A D O R I V E R D E LTA

Combining annual water deliveries with on-the-ground restoration
work, our efforts, along with those of Mexico and the United States,
are demonstrating the Delta’s tremendous resilience. In the areas
where habitat has been restored, native vegetation is sustaining a great
diversity of life and providing outdoor activity opportunities for local
communities.

P H OTO : B i l l Ha t ch e r

We are a unique partnership of United States and Mexican nongovernmental organizations committed to reviving the Colorado River
Delta through activities – including fundraising and outreach – that
support environmental restoration for the benefit of the people and
wildlife of the Delta.
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P H OTO : Da le Tur ner / T he Na ture C onser vanc y

Pete Mc Bri de

CROSS-BORDER COLLABORATION
As the Colorado River is shared by both the United States and
Mexico, it is subject to various bi-national agreements extending
back to the 1944 Water Treaty for the Utilization of Waters of the
Colorado and Tijuana Rivers and of the Rio Grande.
We have been leading advocates of – and active participants in – the
most recent of these agreements known as Minute 323, the
successor agreement to Minute 319. This historic agreement was
signed in 2017 by both governments to promote a more secure
water future and scale up ongoing environmental restoration
projects in the Delta.
With the adoption of Minute 323, Raise the River is working to
expand and solidify bi-national cooperation for the continued
restoration of the Delta.
THE SPR I NG 2014 PU LSE FLOW BROUGHT TEMPORARY R E LI EF
T O T H E D E LT A A N D ALLO W E D TH E CO L O R A DO R I V E R TO FL O W TO
T H E G U LF O F C ALI F O RN I A FO R T H E F I R S T TI M E S I NCE 2 0 0 1 .
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS & NEW GOALS

We have done exactly what we committed to do
under the 2012-2017 bi-national Colorado River
agreement, Minute 319. Our accomplishments
produced results, proving what is possible
when a small amount of water is committed to
conservation efforts. But we are not stopping
here. We have set new goals to carry this work
forward.

LAND
Original Goal:
Restore 1,200 acres of river corridor and wetlands, including the planting of 200,000
native trees, under Minute 319 commitments.

Progress:

• As of year-end 2017, 1,054 acres have been restored, with the dollars
committed to restoration under Minute 319 resulting in 1,200 acres of restored
native habitat by June 2018.
• 245,500 native cottonwoods and willow trees were planted as of year-end
2017, exceeding our Minute 319 commitment by 22%, with survival rates of
greater than 90% in our key restoration sites.

Original Goal:

NEW GOAL: We expect to add 1,300 new acres of restored habitat in the next
five years by creating a network of restoration sites that will expand our work
from within the Colorado River’s main corridor to include the river’s tributaries,
its estuary, and other Delta wetlands.

A pulse flow release of water into the Delta plus delivery of just over 50,000 acre-feet
of water through the end of 2017 for habitat restoration areas.

WILDLIFE

Progress:

Original Goal:

WATER

• The United States and Mexican governments collaboratively delivered a
successful pulse flow of nearly 106,000 acre-feet of water in the spring of 2014.
We assisted with site preparation, monitoring, and media outreach.
• Delivery of 57,362 acre-feet of water as of year-end 2017 for base flows, through
the Colorado River Trust (now Restauremos el Colorado, AC), exceeding the
total NGO 5-year commitments under Minute 319.
• Both we and our federal partnersmet or surpassed all environmental
commitments in Minute 319 by the end of 2017.

NEW GOAL: As part of our commitment under Minute 323, we will continue
to acquire and lease water from farmers in the Mexicali Valley and other willing
sellers to deliver 70,000 acre-feet for restoration over five years, as well as
provide additional deliveries as restoration expands over the full term of the
Agreement. We will explore strategies where investments in water-efficient
agriculture result in water saved for restoration, and upgrades in wastewater
treatment plants lead to a permanent allocation of treated effluent for the River.

Measure a quantifiable increase in bird and wildlife in designated sites where
native vegetation is planted and natural habitat is restored.

Progress:
• At our restoration sites, increases of up to 100% in the abundance of
birdlife have been documented, with diversity increasing by 30% compared
with unrestored sites. Of 19 bird species monitored for conservation
interest, an increase of 49% was recorded from 2013 to 2017.
• Native wildlife – beavers, bobcats, coyotes, gophers and ground squirrels –
have also returned to the restored region.

NEW GOAL: Build on our ongoing wildlife monitoring activities to document
the presence and diversity of bird, fish, and other wildlife in our network
of restoration sites and the resulting wildlife benefits. This will allow us to
determine which restoration strategies are best suited to accommodate both
resident and migratory species that have historically relied on the Delta.
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COMMUNITY
Original Goal:
Provide meaningful opportunities for community members to engage in restoration, and
generate tangible benefits for residents in the region.

Progress:
• Through Raise the River’s restoration work, hundreds of employment and
thousands of volunteer opportunities have been created.
• New environmental education programs have drawn the participation of local
community schools and residents – averaging over 3,000 participants per year
since their start in 2015.
• Recreation and tourism have been revived, including training of local residents as
birding guides, and “Family Saturday” hikes for visiting the restoration sites.

NEW GOAL: Expand on our engagement of community members in our
restoration activities, to create additional social benefits. We will grow our
programs that combine restoration with recreation such as tours of our
restoration sites, community tree-planting events, and kayaking excursions
through the estuary. Measure and deliver on the most beneficial social and
economic benefits of restoration to local residents.

ADVOCACY
Original Goal:
The Delta is recognized as a model for cross-border conservation, and success will
support a renewed bi-national agreement for expanded Delta restoration.

Progress:
• Progress and findings have been continuously reported to our engaged community
of decision-makers, scientists, and supporters.
• Video reports of our activities, as well as metrics, are regularly updated and shared
on the Raise the River website and social networks.
• Raise the River coalition members were active participants in negotiations for the
renewed bi-national resolution.
• The sustainability of Raise the River’s conservation successes is reinforced by their
association with commitments to water conservation by the United States and
Mexico, increasing the reliability of the Colorado River water supply for all.

NEW GOAL: Over the next five years we will work closely with government
agencies in Mexico and the United States to implement Minute 323 including
commitments of significant water and dollars for restoration, as well as monitoring
and data sharing.

FUNDRAISING
Original Goal:
Raise $10 million by 2017 to support on-the-ground habitat establishment, water
acquisition, operations, community involvement, and advocacy.

Progress:
• Between 2013 and December 2015 we reached this goal, raising over $10
million from generous corporate partners and individual donors.

NEW GOAL: Establish a new funding goal to enable the continuation
of our work in the Colorado River Delta and ensure the sustainability of
previously restored sites. Our new goal will reflect the increasing scale
of our work to create a network of restoration sites within the Colorado
River's main corridor, as well as its tributaries, estuary, and other Delta
wetlands.

OUR COMMITMENT

We are committed to maximizing the
restoration outcomes of our efforts. We will
continually monitor specific success metrics
that capture the impact of our restoration
work to accurately report the return on
investment for our sponsors, donors, and
other supporters. These observations will
increase our understanding of large-scale
restoration of the Delta.
To learn more and track our progress on a
regular basis, visit:
RaiseTheRiver.org/progress
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P H OTO : B i l l Ha t ch e r/ S on ora n I n st i t u t e

N AT I V E T R E E S A R E T H E D E F I N I N G F E AT U R E O F A H E A LT H Y N AT U R A L
H A B I TAT A L O N G T H E R I V E R .
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LOOKING AHEAD
Raise the River has demonstrated the feasibility of scaling up bi-national
collaboration restoration efforts in the Delta. With Mexico and the United
States having adopted Minute 323, we are ready to expand the network of
restoration sites along the river corridor from the border to the Delta’s
estuary. We hope to bring water and life back to the Delta and create a model
for future trans-national river restoration efforts throughout the world.
In pursuing this ambitious goal, we are working with scientists across
disciplines from both countries and have established comprehensive
monitoring and adaptive management programs for measuring and
communicating our progress to policy makers, funders, and the general
public. Regular assessments allow us to adjust to new information and
circumstances, ensuring that we invest our resources wisely and maximize
our effectiveness.

RAISE THE RIVER RESTORE THE COLORADO RIVER DELTA

OUR FUNDING NEEDS:

There is still much more that remains to be done.
Going forward, we will be raising funding for ongoing water acquisition,
restoration groundwork, community educational programs, and
operational costs to ensure the sustainability of this initiative.

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
Your donation helps ensure the continued progress of our restoration
work. With success, we can showcase the Colorado River Delta as an
international model for managing watersheds across borders.
Working together, we can bring the Delta back to life. Join us in restoring
this precious natural resource.

Visit raisetheriver.org for ongoing updates on our
accomplishments.
*Donations may be tax-deductible in either the U.S. or Mexico, via our
corresponding non-profit status. Please ask us for details.
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